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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 November 2000 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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1 . Claims 1-54 are pending. 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1 1/30/00 (paper#4); 
12/15/03 (paper #7); and 01/07/04 (paper#8) filed after the mailing date of the 
application on 11/30/00. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 
CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered by the 
examiner. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 8,11-16,18-20,22,26,34,37-46,48,50,52,54 are objected to under 37 
CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form because a multiple dependent claims27 and 30. 
See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 8,11-16,18-20,22,26,34,37-46,48,50, 
52,54 have not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over 
Geiger et al [Geiger, 6,377,810 B1] in view of Downs et al [Downs 6,226,618 B1] 

5. As per claim 27, a system for certifying at least existence of electronic 
information released on a network at a time and date, said network connecting one or 
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more computer servers and a plurality of client computers [Geiger, attribute certificate, a 
time and date indicator, col 6 lines 21-42], said system comprising: 

an accessing device (i.e.: client node) configured to access electronic information 
(i.e.:ID number/ digital signature) stored in a predetermined one of the plurality of client 
computers using information of its location from one of the computer servers based on a 
request from one of the client computers [Geiger, mobile device, 15, Fig 4, col 1 lines 
50-col 2 line 44]; 

an attribute information generating device (i.e.: local server, base station) 
configured to generate attribute information from at least the location and an access 
time and date when said step of accessing the electronic information is executed; 

an electronic certificate generating device (i.e.: private/secured gateway/server) 
configured to generate an electronic certificate by uniquely specifying the electronic 
information and the attribute information [Geiger, gateway 22, Fig 4]; 

an electronic certificate obtaining device (i.e.: database/directory server) 
configured to obtaining the electronic certificate [Geiger, directory server23, Fig 4]; and 

a storing device (i.e.: disk, memory) configured to store the copy of the electronic 
information [Geiger, database, col 6 lines 21-42]. 

However Geiger does not detail a copy device to copy the electronic information; 

A skilled artisan would have motivation to implement the certification process and 
found Downs teaching. Downs discloses a apparatus of securely data to client wherein 
a copy of the certificate list includes a version number and time stamp was stored 
[Downs, col 37 line 65-col 38 line 20] 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the format of a security certificate is 
copied and stored as taught by Downs into the Geiger's apparatus in order to utilize the 
permission attribute certificate. By doing so would provide a security and reliability to the 
transaction process via Internet. 

6. Claims 30 and 53 contain the similar limitations set forth of apparatus claim 21 . 
Therefore, claims 30 and 53 are rejected for the similar rationale set forth in claim 21. 

7. As per claim 28, Geiger-Downs disclose said storing device is provided in the 
one of the computer servers, and said electronic information is stored in said storing 
device by tying up said electronic information with at least the electronic certificate and 
the attribute information [Geiger, attribute certificate, col 3 lines 17-30] 

8. As per claim 29, Geiger-Downs disclose said storing device is provided in the 
one of the client servers [Geiger, mobile devices 15 and server 21,23, Fig 1]. 

9. As per claim 29, Geiger-Downs disclose said storing device is provided in the 
one of the client servers [Geiger, local information, col 2 lines 17-44]. 
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10. As per claim 31 , Geiger-Downs disclose a providing device configured to provide 
the electronic information together with the applicable electronic certificate and attribute 
information to the one of the client computers [Geiger, col 3 lines 30-50]. 

11. As per claim 32, Geiger-Downs disclose said electronic information is accessed a 
second of another computer servers [Geiger, directory server, Fig 1]. 

12. As per claim 33, Geiger-Downs disclose said electronic information is accessed 
at an interval [Geiger, periods of unauthorized access, col 5 lines 22-47], 

13. As per claim 34, Geiger-Downs disclose a link displaying device configured to 
display one or more links respectively representing the location of the electronic 
information [Downs, HTML to display, col 33 lines 63-67]; and an accessing device 
configured to allow a public to access the electronic information using an applicable link, 
said access allowing device being provided in one of the plurality of client computers 
[Geiger, mobile network Fig 1, col 2 lines 6-45]. 

14. As per claim 35, Geiger-Downs disclose said one of the plurality of client 
computers is a public computer [Downs, PC, col 17 lines 1-5]. 

15. As per claim 36, Geiger-Downs disclose a detecting device configured to detect a 
change in contents of the electronic information; and a storing device configured to 
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store, if the change is detected, the change in addition to the electronic information 
initially stored [Geiger, detect, col 2 lines 17-44]. 

16. As per claim 37, Geiger-Downs disclose a database generating device 
configured to generate a database from one or more electronic information stored in the 
storing device, said database being provided in one of the computers other than the one 
of the computer servers and a retrieving device configured to allow public retrieval of the 
electronic information, said retrieving device being provided in the one of the computers 
other than the one of the computer servers [Geiger, directory server, Fig 1], 

17. As per claim 38, Geiger-Downs disclose an abstract generating device 
configured to generate one or more abstracts of the electronic information stored in the 
storing device; a database generating device configured to generate a database from 
the one or more abstracts, said database being provided In one of the computers other 
than the one of the computer servers; and a retrieving device configured to allow public 
retrieval of the abstracts, said retrieving device being provided in the one of the 
computers other than the one of the computer servers [Geiger, location server, directory 
server, Fig 1]. 

18. As per claim 39, Geiger-Downs disclose a storing device configured to store 
information indicating availability of retrieval of the electronic information via the network 
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when the electronic information can be retrieved, said storing device being provided in 
one of the plurality of client computers. 

19. As per claim 40, Geiger-Downs disclose said network includes an Internet 
[Geiger, col 2 lines 6-10]. 

20. As per claim 41 , Geiger-Downs disclose said electronic information includes a 
document described by a markup language generating a web page [Downs, Web site, 
col 18 lines 10-67]. 

21 . As per claim 42, Geiger-Downs disclose said location information includes a 
uniform resource locator (URL) [Downs, col 26 lines 35-45]. 

22. As per claim 43, Geiger-Downs disclose said access condition includes at least 
any one of an access source IP address of the one of the client computers and a 
number of access times [Geiger, TCP/IP connection, col 3 lines 50-col 4 lines 40]. 

23. As per claim 44, Geiger-Downs disclose said electronic information is stored in 
the one of the client computers that makes said request [Geiger, ID number, col 2 lines 
17-44]. 
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24. As per claim 45, Geiger-Downs disclose said electronic information is accessed 
at an optional time which an operator of the one of the client computer generating the 
request is not aware of [Geiger, unique encryption key, col 2 lines 45-50]. 

25. As per claim 46, Geiger-Downs disclose said electronic certificate is generated 
by a third computer other than the one of the computer servers [Geiger, directory 
server, Fig 1]. 

26. As per claim 47, Geiger-Downs disclose said attribute information further 
includes at least any one of an electronic information displaying period of time, the 
access source IP address, and a number of access times [Geiger, TCP/IP connection, 
col 3 lines 50-col 4 lines 40]. 

27. As per claim 48, Geiger-Downs disclose said uniquely specification is executed 
by calculating a hash value of both of the electronic information and the attribute 
information in a prescribed manner as inherent information identifying the electronic 
information, and assigning the hash value to the applicable electronic certificate Geiger, 
message hash, col 3 lines 4-16]. 

28. As per claim 49, Geiger-Downs disclose said access condition is designated by 
the one of the client computers when the request is made [Downs, access and status, 
col 49 lines 12-22]. 
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29. As per claim 50, Geiger-Downs disclose a detecting device configured to detect if 
an object is included in the copy of the electronic information when the copy of the 
electronic information is provided to the one of the client computers; and 

a changing device configured to change contents of the copy of the electronic 
information by describing a reference into the copy for the object to be viewed in the 
one of the client computers [Geiger, detect, col 2 lines 17-44]. 

30. As per claim 51 , Geiger-Downs disclose said object is one of embedded inline in 
the electronic Information and referred to as an external resource [Geiger, Internet, col 2 
lines 6-10]. 

31 . As per claim 52, Geiger-Downs disclose said electronic information is accessed 
either via the Internet or with a computer readable medium [Geiger, Internet, col 2 lines 
6-10]. 

32. As per claim 54, Geiger-Downs disclose said uniquely specifying is executed by 
calculating a hash value of both of the electronic information and the attribute 
information in a manner as inherent information identifying the electronic information, 
and assigning the hash value to the applicable electronic certificate [Downs, computing 
a hash algorithm, col 1 1 lines 14-37]. 
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33. Claims 1-3 contain the similar limitations set forth of apparatus claims 27-29. 
Therefore, claims 1-3 are rejected for the similar rationale set forth in claims 27-29. 



34. Claims 4-26 contain the similar limitations set forth of apparatus claims 30-52. 
Therefore, claims 4-26 are rejected for the similar rationale set forth in claims 30-52. 



35. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Thong Vu, whose telephone number is (703)- 
305-4643. 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00AM- 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey, can be reached at (703) 305-9705. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9700. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: Commissioner of Patent and 
Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 or faxed to : 

After Final (703) 746-7238 
Official: (703) 746-7239 
Non-Official (703) 746-7240 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 11,2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Thong Vu 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 




